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Introduction of primary school in NZ
For school teachers nationwide in Japan

A Japanese article briefing on the teacher’s magazine named Wutan,
Written by Tony Oikawa, July 2011

This is the second time for me to introduce Cotswold school to the society of Japanese

primary school teachers nationwide in Japan. The main topics were basically described in the

previous issue on August 2010, which were concerned with the overview of NZ education

system such as the reform history, the latest school structure, various roll of class teacher, PA

fundraising activities and any features different from the way of Japanese school system.

Then a draft of latest article in Japanese was completed on the day of 22" February 2011 just

before earthquake hit Christchurch. The following is an article briefing on the issue of Apr

2011 as compared with the way of Japanese.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Curriculum

Daily learning contents are lead by school own setting topic/theme during each term.
They are also integrated into each subject by cross curricular approach, not depending on
any prescribed textbooks but based on teachers’ creativity and students’ enquiry.

Cf. generally speaking in Japan, divided by subject and using prescribed textbooks.
Homework

Varied homework linked to the term topic/theme is provided every week. Most of the
activities are focused on family and/or social life skills therefore they can effectively
produce a variety of family communications every day.

School System

Intermediate school is set for Year 7 and 8, while full primary and college system also
exist as compared with fixed Year 7 to 9 as a Junior High school in Japan.

Learning Progress

All basic subjects such as reading, writing and math are authorized into the streaming
group. One of the most important roll by class teacher is to grasp an individual learning
progress for each pupils. Cf. most subject is generally set to learn all together with same
classmates at same time in Japan.

Sports lesson ( outside of school )

To join any sports teams such as touch rugby, soccer, cricket etc. is mostly inexpensive
due to depending on parent volunteers, corporate supports, loaning uniform and
equipments, fundraisings, etc. as compared with much expensive in Japan.

Assessment

The individual managed learning progress is lead by the absolute assessment along
National Standard in NZ while there is a common way to be set the relativity assessment
in Japan.
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