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Case-Study of primary school in NZ

Briefing a Japanese article in the teacher’s magazine, written by Tony Oikawa, August 2010
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Short descriptions and some comparisons with circumstance in Japan
1) NZ school system has been widely switched from centralization to school-based in past two
decades since “Tomorrow’s School’ in 1989. Nowadays there is existing hundreds of school
characteristic even within state school moreover all pupils are basically placed in the middle of
surrounding by BoT, teachers, parents, communities and corporate social responsibilities.
&t has been NOT reformed but still kept by centralization despite Japanese society, culture, Iifestyle
and economy had been dramatically turned in same decades.
Introduction of Cotswold Primary school in Christchurch
!) Flexible class timetable/curriculum in school. No fixed teachers’ room (teacher’s desk in class room)
& There is fixed timetable and/or curriculum controlled by board of Education and generally fixed
teachers’room separated from class room in Japan.
“4) Compulsory education from 6 to 16 years old. Each child can enter primary school from five years
birthday. &From 7 to 15 years old. All start primary school at one time, 1st of April in Japan.
5) Encouraging, praising, awarding by teachers, parents and any adults.
A number of Japanese included teachers and parents is traditional-culturally NOT good at praising
even for own children but they do encourage and force to study more hard to enter university.
©) Message to Japanese teachers by Mr. Harrison: “To keep your passion for teaching is one of the
most important thing and please think the best way for any pupils as well as done for own child.”
' The importance of collaboration between teachers and parents for children self-managed learning.
Sa number of Japanese parents excessively depend both on school teachers and private after school
Instructors. This means their learning is not based on their Iife but focused into examination technique.
2) National standard indicates pupils’ achievement/goal in detail at each school years
& Japanese government provides authorized textbooks to all pupils and cumulative guidance to all
teachers with full amount of knowledge while school teachers rarely have a freedom of curriculum.
) School fundraising is another roll of parent community.
& We do NOT have these system formally but should be appeared in near future in Japan.
') Profile of Tony Oikawa, writer this article



